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CHARACTER OF LADY HUNTINGDON. 


Extracted from the Rev. Dr. Hawies’s Church History. 


“Tue noble and elect Lady 
Huntingdon had lived in the high- 
est circle of fashion ; by birtha 
daughter of the house of Shirly, 
‘by marriage united with the Earl 
of Huntingdon, both bearing the 
woyal arms of England, as descen- 


dants from her ancient monarchs. 


“In very early infancy, when 
‘only nine years old, the sight ofa 
corpse about her own age couvey- 
ing to the grave, engaged her to 
attend the burial. There the first 
impressions of deep seriousness 
about an eternal world, laid hold 
on hér conscience; and, with ma- 
ny tears, she cried earnestly to 
God on the spot, that whenever 
he should be pleased to take her 
away, he would deliver her from 
all her fears, and give her a hap- 
py departure. She cften after- 
wards visited the g: ‘ave, and al- 
ways preserved a lively cense of 
the affecting scene. 

“Theneh no views ofevangel- 
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ical truth had hitherto opened on 
her mind, yet even, during her ju. 
venile days, she frequently retired, 
for prayer, to a particular closet 
where she could not be observed : 
and in all her little troubles found 
relief in pouring out her requests 
unto God. When she prew up, 
and was introduced into the world, 
she continued to pray that she 
ve murry into.a serious fami- 

None kept up more of the 
ie dignity and decency than 
the house of Huntingdon. With 
the head of the family she accord. 
ingly became united. Lady Bet- 
ty and Lady Margaret Hastings, 
his lordship’s sisters, were womea 
of singular excellence. 

‘“‘ in this high estate she main- 
tained a peculiar seriousness of 
conduct. Though sometimes at 
court, and vistticg in the higher 
circles, she took no » pleasure i iy the 
iashionable follies of the great. 
athe country she was the lady 
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bountiful among her neighbours 
and dependents ; and going still 
about to establish her own right- 
ecusness, she endeaveured by 
prayer and fasting, and alms- 


deeds, to commend herself to the’ 


favour of the Most High and Most 
Holy. 

“lhe zealous preachers, who 
had been branded with the name 
of Methodists, had now awakened 
great attention in the land. La- 
dy Margaret Hastings, happen- 
ing to hear them, received the 
truth as it isin Jesus from their 
ministry ; and was some years af- 
ter united with the excellent Mr. 
Ingham, one of-the first labourers 
in this plenteous harvest. Conver- 
sing with Lady Margaret one day 
on this subject, Lady Hunting- 
dom was exceedingly struck with 
2 seniiment she uttered, “ that 
since she had known and believed 
in the Lord Jesus Christ for lite 
and salvation, she had been as hap- 
py asan angel.” ‘loany such 


‘ sensation of happiness Lady Tlun- 


tingdon felt that she was as yet 
an utter stranger. 

' & A dangerous iliness* having 
soon after this brought her tothe 
brink of the grave, the fear ‘of 
death fell terribly upon her, and 
her conscience was greatly distress- 
ed. Hereupon she meditated 
sending for Bishop Benson, of 
tsloucester, who had been Lord 
Huniingdon’s tutor, to consult 
him, and unburden her mind.— 


Just at that time the words of La-- 


dy Margaret returned strongly. 
to hez recollection, and she felt 
an earnest desire, renouncing ev- 
ery other hope, to cast herself 
wholly upon Christ for life and 
salvation, She instantly from 
Hier bed lifted up her heart to Je- 


sus the Saviour, with this impor- 





ly Huatindon. 
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tunate prayer; and immediately 
all her distress and fear were re- 
moved, and she was filled witk 
peace and joy in believing. Her 
disorder trom that moment took 
afavourabie turn; she was re- 
stored to perfect health, and what 
was better, to newness of life.— 
She determined thenceforward to 
present herself to God, as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable, 
whch she was now convinced was 
her reasonable service. 

“ On her recovery, she sent 2 
kind message to Messrs. Weslcys, 
who were then preaching in the 
neighbourhood, that she was one 
with them in heart, cordially wish- 
ing them good speed in the name 
of the Lord, and assured them of 
her determined purpose of living 
for him who.had died for her. 

“The change thus suddenly 
wrought on her Ladyship, be- 
came observable to all, in the 
open coniession she made of the 
faith once delivered to the saints, 
and in the zealous support she be- 
gan to give to the work of God, 
amidst all the reproach with 
which it was atterdéd. 

“To the noble circle in which 
Lady Huntingdon moved, such 
professions and conduct appeared 
wondrous strange ; but she had 
set her face as a flint, and refused 
tobe ashamed of Christ and his 
cross. There were not wanting 
indeed some who, under the guise 
of friendship, wished Lord Hun- 
tingdon to interpose bis authori- 
ty; but, however he differed from 
her Ladyshipinsentiment, hecon- 
tinued to shew her the same af- 
fection and respect. He desired, 
however, she would oblige him, 
by cOnvetsing with LVishop Ben- 
son om the subject, to which she 
readily acquiesced. 
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« The Bishop was accordingly 
senttor, in order to reason with 
her Ladyship respecting her opin- 
jons andconduct. Jutshe press- 
ed him so hard with articles and 
homilies, and so plainly and faith- 
fully urged upon him the awful 

responsibility of his station under 
the great Head cf the church, Jee. 
eus Christ, that his temper was 
ruffied ; and he rose up in haste 
to depart, bitterly lamenting, that 
he had ever laid his hands on 
George Whitfield, to whom .he 
imputed, though without cause, 
the change wrought i in her La- 
dyship. She called him back ; 
“My Lord,” said she, * mark 
my words, when you come upon 
your dying bed, that wil be one 
of the few ordinations you will 
reflect upon with complacence.” 
It deserves remark that Bishop 
Benson, on his dying bed, sent 
ten guineas to Mr. Whitfield, asa 
token of his favour and approba- 
tion, and begged to beremember- 
ed by him in his prayers. 

‘“ Lady Hantingdoa’s heart 
was truly engaged to Ged, and 
che resolved, to her best abilit 
to lay hertelf out to do good — 
The poor around her were the 
natural objects ot her attention. 
‘hese she bountifully relieved in 
their necessities, visited in ‘gick- 
ness, conversed with and ledthem 
to their knees, praying with them 
and for them, ‘Lhe late Prince 
of Wales, one day in court, asked 
a lady of’ fashion, Lady Char 
lotte E.Jwhere my Lady Hunting. 
don was, that she so seldom visit- 
ed the circle. Lady Charlotte 
replied with a cneer, “ i suppose 
¥ aying with her bergaré. The 
Prince shook his hen aM ne aids 
* dsady Charlotte, when l am cys 
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scize the skirt of Lady Hunting. 
don’s mantle, to lift me up with 
her to heaven.” 

Duriug my Lord Hunting. 
don’s life she warmly espoused the 
cause of God and truth, though 
her means of usefulness were re- 
cessarily circumscribed, and her 
family engagements occupied 
much ot her lime and attantion.. 
On his demise, she was left the 
entire management of her chil- 
dren, and of their SOrtapen, which 
she improved with the greatest 

fidelity. Become her own mis- 
tress, she resolved to devote her. 


soif wholly to the service of Christ, 


and the souls redeemed by his 
bluod. Her zealous heart em- 
braced cordiaily all whom the 
esteemed real Christians, whatev- 
er their denomination or opinions 
might be, but being herself in sen- 
timent more congenial with Mr. 
Whitfield than the Mr. Wesleys, 
she favoured those especially who 
were the ministers of the Calvin- 
istic persuasion, according tothe 
literal sense of the articles of the 
church of England. And with 
an intention of giving them a 

greater scene ofasefuiness, she 
opened her house in Park street, 
for the preaching of the Bospel 

supposing, as a peeress of the 
realm, that she had an indispute- 

ble right to employ, as her fami- 

ly chaplains, those ministers of the 
church whom she patronised.— 
On the week days her kitchen 
was filed with the poor of the 
flock, fer whom she provided in. 
struction ; and on the Lord’s day 
the great and noble were invited 
to spend the evening in her darw- 
iIng-room, where Mr. Whitfield, 

Mr. Romaine, Mr. Jones, and oth- 


er ministers of Christ, addressed 
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of this life, and were heard with 
apparently deep and serious atten- 
tion.” 

Heré the author mentions the 
various exertions of Lady Hunt- 
ingdoh in the propagation of the 
gospel, which we are compelled 
to omit, and then adds : 

‘* Lady Huntingdon row be- 
came the open and avowed pat- 
roness of all the zealous ministers 
of Christ, éspecially of those who 
Were suffering for the testimony 
of Jesus. Mr. Romaine, on his 
being turned out of St. George’s 
church, received particular tokens 
of her favour ; and, though till 
then unknown to her, I was hon- 
oured with her expressions of kind- 
ness and approbation, when as yet 
a young man, I suffered such per- 
séecution from Bishop Hume, and 
the university of Oxford, and was 
£0 unjustly dispossessed of my 
clire in that city. 

* Though Lady Huntingdon 
devoted the whole of her sub- 
Stance to the gospel, yet it is not 
a little surprising, how her in- 
come sufficed for the immensity 
of expense in which she was ne- 
cessarily involved. Her jointure 
was no more than twelve hundred 
pounds a year; and only after 
the death of her son, a few years 
preceding her own, she received 
the addition of another thousand. 
She often involved herself in ex- 
penses for building chapels, which 
she found it burthensome to dis- 
charge. But the Lord brought 
her always honourably through 
her engagements, and provided 
a supply when her own was ex- 
hausted. 

“To the age of four score and 
upwards she maintained ali the 
vigour of youth ; and though in 
ker latter years the contraction 
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of her throat reduced her almost 
wholly to a liquid diet, her spir- 
its never seemed to fail her ; and 
to the very last days of her life, 
her active mind was planning 
still greater and more extensive 
schemes of usefulness, for the uni- 
versal spread of the gospel of 
Christ. 

“© Lady Huntingdon was rath- 
er above the middle size. Her 
presence noble, and commanding 
respect ; her address singularly 
engaging ; her intelligence acute ; 
her diligence indefatigable ; and 
the constant labour of her thought 
and correspondence inconceiva- 
ble. Never was creature appar- 
ently more dead to all self indul- 
gence, or more liberally disposed 
to supply the calls of the gospel. 
I believe, during the many years 
Iwas honoured with her friend- 
ship, she often possessed no more 
than the gown she wore. Ihave 
often said, she was one of the poor 
who lived on her own bounty ; 
but her most distinguished excel- 
lence was, the fervent zeal which 
always burned in her bosom, to 
make known the gospel of the 
grace of Ged ; which no ditap- 
pointments quenched, no labours 
slackened, no opposition discour- 
aged, no progress of years abated : 
it flamed strongest in her latest 
moments. ‘The world hasseldom 
seen such a character; thousands 
and tens of thousands will have 
reacon, living and dying, to bless 
her memory, as having been the 
happy instrument of bringing 
them out of darkness into mar- 
vellous light; and mu!titudes, sa- 
ved by her instrumentality, have 
mether m the regions of glory, 
to rejoice together in the presence 
of God and of the Lamb.” 

Her last days ‘and hours were 
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very happy, as pyuesss by the ac- 
count published by Mr. Hawies, 
and particularly in a letter writ- 
ten by the amiable Dr. Lettsom, 
her physician ; which I shali her 
subjoin. 
‘* Dear Lady Ann Erskine, 
“TI deeply sympathise with 
thee, and all the family in Christ, 
in the removal of that evangelic 
woman, so lately among us, the 
eountess of Hunittnedon. Your 
aes were so united, and your 
affections so endeared copether, 
that [ cannot but feel ina partic. 
ular manner en thy account ; lest 
the mournful state of thy mind 
may undermine thy constitution, 
and endanger a life spent in mit- 
igating the painful sufferings cf 
body of our deceased friend whilst 
living. Her advanced age, and 
debilitated frame, had long pre- 
pared my mind for an event 
whick has at length deprived the 
world of its brightest ornament. 
How often have we, when sitting 
by her sick bed, witnessed the 
faithful composure with which 
she has viewed this awful change ! 
Not with the fearful prospect of 
doubt ; mot with the dreadful 
apprehension of the judgments of 
an offended Creator—hers was all 
peace within; a tranquility and 
cheerfulness which conscious ac- 
eeptance alone could convey.— 
How often have we seen her, ele. 
vated above the earth, and earth- 
Jy things, uttering this language, 
** My workis done; I have noth- 
ing to do, but io go to my heav- 
eniy Father :’’ Let us, theret OTe, 
vader a firm conviction of her ie- 
icity, , rin li to follow ber, as 
she iollowed her Freep ac Let 
Us be eter ul that sh¢ was. pre- 
served to advance st age, with the 
perfect exercise of her mental fac- 
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ulties ; and that, under long and 
painful days and nights of sick. 
ness, she never repin ned; but aps 
peared constantly animated in 
prayer and thankfulness for unut- 
terable mercies she experienced. 
When f look back upon the past 
years of my attendance, and con- 
nect with it the multitudes of oth 
ers whom my profession has ins 
troduced mc to, I feel consolation 
in acknowledging that, of all the 
daughters of affliction, she exhib- 
ited the greatest degree of Chris. 
tian comporure that ever I wit- 
nessed ; and that submission to 
divine allotment, however severe 
and painfal, which nothing but 
divine aid could inspire. 

“Tt was on the 12th of this 
month, that our dear friend 25» 
a more particularly inciss 
por?d, and aiturded me thote ap 
prehensions of danger, which om 
the 17th finally termind ted Lice 
bodily sufferings. TI had, on for. 
Mer oe: sions “of ber Hiness, obs 
served, that when che expressed 
“san hie an 4d desire to 4 0 to hey 
Reavenly Fasher,? (for this was 
often her Janeua 
added come soli tudds 5 UpON hex 
mind respeetins her chil: ret, 
she spoke of her SAGAS in relt- 
gious profession 3 adding, Bat I 
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When under uimest acbility 
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peatedly said, ina feeble voice, 
just to be heard, “J shall go to 
my Father this night ; a adding, 
“ Fas God forgot to be gracious? 
or is there any end of his loving 
kindness 2?) Itwas on this day 
she conversed a little on the sub- 
ject of sending missionaries to 
Oiaheiie, in the South Seas, in 
the pious hope of introducing 
Christianity among that mild, 
but uninformed race of people : 
indeed her whole life seemed de- 
voted to one sweat object, the 
glory of God, and the salvation 
of his creatures.” 


BIOGRAVITICAT., SKETCH CF XIRS. 


ELIZABEVE NASKLLL. 


To display “the rich grace of 
God—to show how a che ystian 
can die—to evince to infidels that 
our Redeemer does not forsake 
his followers in the hour of death 
——and to dispel from the mind of 
the trembling christian his fears 
of diswobution. are some of 
motives, which should influence 
those, who write the memoirs of 
their christian friends. ‘hat the 
following narrative, may in some 
degree, promote these happy et- 
fects, and that Mrs. Haskell being 
- dead, may yet speak to the living, 
is the earnest desire of her friends. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Haskell, the 
daughter of Major Artemas and 
Mrs. Ruth Howe, was born A pril 
16, 1789, in Newbraintree Mass. 
When five years old the was be- 
ycaved of her mother; but was 

afterwards favored with the virtu- 
ous example and pious instruc- 
tions of a mother-in-law. She 
was an obedient chiid and an af- 
fectionate sister—beloved by her 


the 
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whlizabeth Haskell, [S LPT. 
family and respected by her ac- 
quaintance. During the early 
part of life, she was a person of 
unusual vivacity, and exceeding- 
ly fascinated with the gay pleas- 

ures of life. 

When about nincteen years old 
she was married to George Has- 
kell, She proved to bea kind 
companion, and a tender mother. 
Though conscious that she was 
a stranger to vital piety, she was 
erieved with the infidel sentiments 
ot her husband. In the spring of 

1509, after having recovered in 
some degree, from viong and 
dangerous iIness, she was again 
alarmed with the symptoms of 
con:umption, which had already 
begun to prey upon her constitu. 
tions She was now deeply con- 
vinced of the importance of pre- 
paring to meet her God. Hav- 
ing v isited a pious lady, she said 
to her husband “ were my feelings 
like those of Mrs. A——I would 
willingly resizrn all that this world 
affords ;” to which he replied, 
“ ti this be the effect of cailing 

1 your neighbours your visi t- 
in’ must ce; se”? 

During the summer and fall 
Mrs. Haskell was very solicitous 
about her own eternal welfare, 
and she elt also an unusual con- 
cern for her beloved eompanion, 
who, she considered, was resting 
upon a dangerous and fatal delu- 
sion. Brt at the time of the re- 
vival in Middlebury, int 
tumn of 1809, he, as she humbiy 
trasted, was brought to a cordial 
rehance on the Savicur, She 
now almost despaired of salva- 
tion, supposing that she was left 
as a monument of God’s just dis- 
pieature. During a sabbath in 
the weir part cf November, the 

anguithe of her -spirit was very 



































great ; butin the following night 
the light of divine mercy beam- 
ed on her soul; and in the first 
transports of joy she exclaimed, 
‘* T have found my Lord, I have 
found my Lord.’? From this 
period she dated her hope; and 
in January 1810 she publicly 
owned her Redeemer, and con- 
tinued to walk in fellowship with 
the Congregational church in 
Middlebury till her death. Her 
general conduct evinced that she 
had been with Jesus, and had 
earned of him those blessings of 
meekness and submission, to 
which the most amiable unbeliev- 
ers are total strangers. She con- 
sidered herself as a pilgrim on 
earth, and looked forward to the 
celestial Canaan, asthe end of 
her journey, as her everlasting 
rest. 

But never did the loving kind- 
ness of God to her, appear so 
manifest, and the power of reli- 
gion so predominant and glort- 
ous, asin the last three months 
of her life. During this time she 
seemed to be entirely encrossed 
in heavenly  centemp!: WONns.— 
Though her feeb‘e constitution 
bowed beneath the pressure ot 
sickness and encreasing pain, 
though she was emaciated almost 
toa skelcton, yet her mind was 
calm, and her intellectual powers 
strong and vigorous, She gen- 
erally exhibited a joyful solemni- 
ty- Death she viewed as an event 
awfully momentous, because it 
unveils those eternal realities, 
Which are infinitely solemn and 
inter esting. Considering that the 
soul is capable of inheriting “ an 
eternal weight of glory, or of 
Suffering an infinite degreevof an- 
guish, she greatly dezired the sat: 
Yawor of sinners. 


‘and tell 
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When able to converse, she ex- 
horted professors of religion to be 
faithful, and most — seriously 
warned the impenitent of their 
danger. She did not fail to coun- 
sel and entreat persons of every 
aye, and of every description. 
Lying ig: months on the verge of 
eternity, she was at oncea living 
and a ps witness of the excel. 
lence of religion. 

Some of her own expressions 
will best exhibit. what were her 
feelings in the last stages of life. 
To a friend she s 
a reality, and very consoling on 
a dying bed. tr will be awful, 
awful indeed to die an enemy to 
God—to be excluded trom heav. 
enand aiienjoyment.’’ Soonat- 
ter being asked how she did—she 
replied, “very happy ; death is 

stripped of its terrors, and eternal 
things are continualiy py OWmMg 
brighter and belanit i desize 
to die. Heaven is preferable to 
earth. O the happiness of heav- 
en—when chall I go home 2? 

Being asked, at another tine, 
if she could willingly leave her 
chiidren to the care of Christ, she 
said, * QO yes—Fle sa good Save 
jour. f desire their salvation, 
but if ic is not Ged’s will, I ana 
resigned.’’ To a young dinend 
shé. aid, °° © be faithful to warn 
young p tins of their danger, 
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c 
h 
relision, O! how dreadtul wall be 
the situation of the i impenitert é 
Hlow Forever will sound in the 
ears of the camned!” “i re 
gret that I lived so fong ia sin; 
how muci pleasure I mighe have 
enjoyed had 1 be come religious 
while young. O how happy te 
dieinthe Lord! How swece te 
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her departure, she called her old- 
est daughter to her bed side, and 
entreated her to embrace the Sav- 
jour. **O,’’she observed, “how dan- 
gerous to delay these things !— 
Shortly I shall bein eternity. O 
receive the advice of your dyin 
parent! If you lose your La 
you lose every thing important.” 
‘One night she sung the hymn, 
called the Dying Christian. 


Vital spark ofheavenly flame, 

* Quit, O quit, this mortal frame ; 

46 Twn hhinge ning 1 eet ten 

frembling, hoping, ling’ring, 
hiyving, 


“ Othe pain, the bliss of dying. 
o ~~ 


It was the very language of her 
heart—her spirit was struggling 
with the feeble remains of life, 
and she was assisted by faith to 
look down upon death and ‘the 
grave with joy and triumph. 

At another time she expressed 
her sj“ritual consolation by ting- 
ing the following hymadrom Dr. 
AY atts : 


? _ © eer rs 7 > ‘ 
* Weiconie sweet Gay O31 rest, &e. 


She felt great anxiety for her 
Sister, and requested a friend to 
write toher. She said the could: 
not die in peace, till she had warn- 
ed her to flee from the wrath to 
come. 

On sabbath, Janvary 12, 1812, 
week before she died, she ex- 
claimed, “the Saviour is near, 
and O how glorious! He says 
to me fear not, itis I. Heisa 
good Shepherd. Wet one of his 
little ones will be lose. He car- 
sies the lambs in hisarms. Who 
ean refuse to love the Lord Jesus? 
O how pleasantto dwell where 

Jesus ig! One smile trom Jesus 


is worth more than al! the created 
world! O shat yeung peonls 
would come te " 
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On thursday before she died 
she enjoyed great composure. 
Being asked if her faith held out, 

he answered yes. ‘* Why should 
not my faith hold out, when the 
Redeemer says, fear not.” When 
informed that some little children 
had come to visit her, she said, 
“Jet them come into the room ; 
their souls are of infinite value.” 
When they came she showed 
them her emaciated arms, and 
said, ‘the worms have almost 
gotten possession of my body. I 
must soon die ; and I desire you 
to remember the words of a dy- 
Ing woman. Ifyou live without 
relicion, you wii be afraid to die.” 
in the evening some women 
called to sce Mrs. Haskell. She 
addretsed Mrs. C “Do yor 
hope that you enjoy religion :” 
She answered no. ‘ O dear wo- 
man, said Mrs. Haskell, do te 
persuaded, by the dying words of 
a friend, immediately to repent ! 
O you do not know the consola- 
tion of religion oma “death bed ! 
O be entreated for your own suul’s 
calie, and for your children’s sake, 
toseck religion quickly before it 
shull be forever too late! If you 
dic without religion, vou will go 
where hope never comes. O cone 
sider the Worth of your own soul, 
2nd of the dear little children, 
that God has vivea you. QO real- 
ise the oveat duty incumbent oa 
parenis, to bring them «up for 
God. Do hearken to the words 
of a dying friend, who expects ty 
see you no more this side eternity. 
My strength fails—TI can converse 





no more. 1 bid you all fareweil, 
irs, C————- fareweil. 


On Friday morning Capt. Has- 
kell was catled, to come and hear 


Mrs. Haskell sing, bur she finish. 
ed, before he entered the racm, 
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She said to him, “ lately you said 
you was willing that I should die 
—lLamnow going—don’t weep 
for me.’ She then called all in 
the reom to her bed side, and said 
Jesus is near—-O seek Jesus !” 
Afterwards she lay, during five 
hours, apparently insensible.— 
When she awoke, she said, “I am 
disappointed ; I pray God to give 
me patience. O Mr. Haskell you 
don’t know what discoveries I 
have had. I thought I saw the 
holy angels hovering round my 
bed, to convey away my spirit ; 
and the saints sitting around the 
throne of God, singing praises to 
the Lamb.”? 

On Sabbath morning she was 
ina pleasant frame of mind.— 
Soon she said, ** I am impatient ; 
and it-is just that my Saviour 
should delay his coming.” A- 
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bout ten o’clock death had evi- 
dently begun his attack.’ Her 
distress of body was very great. 
After making a short prayer, she 
exclaimed, * how happy—how 
happy !” 

But her joy was soon turned 
into anguish ; and she cried out, 
“ my Saviour has left me—I am 
afraid. Pray for me—don’t cease 
praying for me, for 1 fear I am 
going to hell. Her distress was 
inexpressible, and she continued 
in this state of darkness about an 
hour and a half. This time was 
chiefly spent in prayer, and while 
engaged in the last prayer, she 
said, “*my Jesus is come, he is 
come.” Her mind was then 
calm and comfortable, and in 
about one hour on the evening of 
January 19, 1812, she expired 
without a struggle or a groan. 


$< UY ) ae 


Seeligious Communications. 





AN ADDRESS TO THE ENEMIES OF CHRIST. 


My fellow probationers for eternity, 
Tue declaration of ‘your final 
judge, * But those mine enemies, 
which would not, that I should 
reign over them, bring hither and 
slay them before me,”’ must cer- 
tainly, to you, be solemn and 
alarming, in the highest degree. 
To think that you must be slain 
in the presence, and at the com- 
mand of a being, who can more 
than killthe body, who can even 
destroy both soul and body in 
hell, should awaken all your fears, 
and urge you, if any thing cculd, 


2G 


to fly instantly to the hope set be- 
fore youin the gospel. 

But among the readers of this 
essay, some will probably ask, 
Whom are you addressing ? 
Who are these enemies of Christ ? 
Do you mean me, or some other ? 
I answer, this address is intended 
for every one of you, who has 
not been born of the spirit of God. 
Whatever be the opinion, which 
ycuhave formed of yourselves ; 
or, whatever be your character in 
the eyes of the world, if you have 
never been born agains I address 
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you as enemies to the Prince of 
peace ; and solemnly ascure you, 
that, unless you repent, the com- 
mand to slay you will be execu- 
ted in all its rigor. Amazed at 
this declaration, some of you wiil 
probably say, Can it be thus? 
Am I an enemy to the Savior of 
the world ? Have I sent after 
him this rebellious message, I will 
not have thee to reign over me? 
Far be it from me, to be guilty 
ef such atrocious wickedness.— 
‘Though I have never been renew- 
ed, 1 have not proceeded to such 
a pitch of rebellion, against my 
rightful sovereign. This address 
¢an never be applicable to me. 
Absurd as it may appear, I must 
still insist, that you are the per- 
sons, for whom this address is in- 
tended, and if you will seriously, 
and candidly attend to what will 
be advanced, I doubt not, but 
that, with a divine blessing, a con- 
viction. will be fastened on your 
mind, that this dreadful sentence 
is already pronounced, and sus- 
pended only by the patience and 
forbearance of your judge. 

If you will read the scriptures, 
with attention and candor, you 
cannot but perceive, that the Ho- 
ly Spirit has given you the char- 
acter of -enemies to God and 
Christ. I will select, for your 
notice, a few passages. Job tells 
you, that you use this language 
to the Almighty ; ‘* Depart from 
us, for we desire not the knowl- 
edge of thy ways. What is the 
Almighty, that we should serve 
him, or what profit should we 
have, if we pray unto him ?’ 
David represents you as conspi- 
ring against the Lord, and his 
Annointed, saying, “ Let us break 
their bands asunder, and cast a- 
way their cords from us.” ‘The 
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martyr Stephen testifies of you 
that you are “ stiff necked and 
uncircumcised in heart and ears,” 
and that * ye do always resist the 
Huly Ghost.” Paul declares, 
that -* ihe carnal mind is enmi- 
ty againet God ; for it is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be : so then, they that 
are in the flesh cannot please 
God.” And, to mention no 
more, our blessed Lord, in addi- 
tion to the declaration brought 
into view, in the commencement 
of this address, speaking concern- 
ing some of your description says, 
“‘they have both seen and hated, 


both me and my father.”? To> 


these testimonies I may add, that 
the gospel is called the “ ministry 
of reconciliation,”? and the sub- 
stance of the message, which we 
are directed to deliver to the un- 
renewed, is, * We pray you tn 


Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to 
God.” <A message, which there 


could be no propriety in deliver- 
ing, if you were uot at variance 
with your Maker, and unwilling 

that- he should reign over you. 
If, then, you belong to that class 
of men, which, im scripture, is 
called the wicked, you must be 


Sensible, that you are represented 
’ y 


as enemies to your God and 
Judge. 

But. perhaps the declaration of 
a being, who knows your hearts, 
infinitely better than you know 
them yourselves, and who cannot 
testify falsely, may not be suf- 


ficient to convince you, that this 
representation is indeed true.—- 


Let me then direct your attention 
to some other considerations.— 
As your rightful sovereign, God 
has enacted laws, which are writ- 
ten in his word, and.to a breach 
cf them has annexed the penalty 
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of death; “ for the wages of sin 
is death.” If, then, he reigns, 
his law must etther be obeyed, or 
the penalty for disobedience in- 
licted. For, if his law is neither 
obeyed, nor the penalty put in er- 
cution, how does he reign? If, 
then, you are willing that the 
Lord should reign over you, you 
must be willing, either to obey 
his law, or, in case you do not, to 
suffer the penalty. ‘Chere is no 
alternative. One or the other 
must be willingly submitted to. 
Keeping this in view, it will not 
be difficult for you to determine, 
whether you are willing, that he 
should reign over you or not. 
You will readily admit that 
you are not willing to suffer the 
penalty. Are you then willing 
to —, the precept? You will 
say, perhaps, that youare. But, 
if so, why do you not obey ? God 
requires no more of you, than 
what you can perform, if willing. 
“Tf there be first a willing mind 
it is accepted, according to that a 
taan hath, and not accord: nz to 
that he hath not.” No plea of 
inability will here be admitted. 
If you do not live as God’s law 
Ae ures, it is because you are un- 
willing to lve thus. And if ev- 
cr you become thor oughly «ae. 
quainted with the state of your 
own minds, you will be convin- 
ced, that nothing but unwilling- 
ness, or Gisinclination of heart, 
prevents your living, at all times, 
a3 the holy law of God requires. 
But, to come more directly to 
the point, I will endeavor to pre- 
sent you.with a little specimen ot 
your feelings. God commands 
you to repent: But while, you 
continue impenitent, and in love 
with sin and sinful practices, can 
you be willing that he ¢thould 
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reign over you, who says, Repent, 
or thou shalt die? God com- 
niands you to believe on his son 
Jesus Christ: But while you re. 
ject him, and ‘ go about to estab- 
lich a righteousness of your own,” 
in opposition to the * riyhtecus- 
ness of faith,” can you be willing 
that he should reign over you; 
who says, “ Bcleve, or thou shale 
die??? wet commands you to be 
converted, and to make to youre 
selves anne hearts: But, while 
you are satisfied with yourselves 
as you are, and take-no care to 
turn to the Lord with all your 
hearts, can you be willing that he 
should reign over you, who says, 
Be converted, orthou shalt die? 
God commands you to love your 
neigobor as yourself: But, while 
you concern yourselves little’ a- 
bout his interest, and perhaps des 
fraud, or slander, or, by your exs 
ample, lead him to neglect the 
one thing needful, cen you be wil- 
ling, that he should reign over 
you, who says, Love thy neigh 
bor, or thou shalt die? God 
ommands you to love your ene- 
mies: But, while you indulge an- 
ger and revenge, or are inclined 
to return evil fer evil and railing 
for railing, can you be willing, 
that he should reign over you, 
who says, Love thine enemies, or 
thou shalt die? In fine, God come 
mands you to do all that you de 
to his glory ; But, while you are 
selfishly doing all for yourselves, 
and care not what may become 
of the glory of God, can you be 
willing, that he should reign over 
you, who says, Do all to the glo- 
ry of God, or theu shalt die? Kf 
you are willing to have the Lord 
reign over you, you must either 
obey all these commends fram 
the heart, or.else, Ae awilling 40 
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suffer that death, which is the wa- 
ges of sin. What, then, is the 
language of your feelings ard 
conduct, unless it be this, I will 
nct have the Lord to reign over 
me ? 

There have probably been par- 
ticular times, when you have 
used this rebellious language still 
more pointedly. You have some- 
times read the scriptures. There 
you have found all the commands, 
which have been mentioned, and 
many more. But after readin 
a while, you have closed the book, 
without one serious resolution to 
obey, or to live the life required ; 
and thus you have said, I am not 
willing to have the God, whose 
Jaws are contained in this book to 
reignover me. You have some- 
times attended public worship. 
There you have heard the com- 
mands of God’s holy word ex. 
plained and enforced, ina very 
persuasive and solemn manner : 
But you have gone away as lit- 
tle affected as youcame; and 
thus you have said, I am not wil- 
ling to have that God, whose ser- 
vice is here inculcated, to reign 
over me. You have felt the con- 
victive influence of God’s holy 
spirit. You have been sensible, 
that you ought to love your Ma- 
ker, repent of your sins, believe 
on Christ, and become new crea- 
tures; and perhaps have been 
greatly distressed under an appre- 
hension that you were in danger 
of perishing forever : But, instead 
of complying with these motions, 
you have endeavored, in various 
ways, tocounteract and destroy 
them, and perhaps have driven 
awa2~ these undesirable feelings ; 
and thus you have said, I am not 
willing to have that God reign 
ever me, whose Spirit has been 
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striving to bring me to obedi- 
ence. 

Perhaps I may descend even to 
particular instances of your con- 
duct. Do you ever profane the 
sabbath by unsuitable behavior, 
or conversation ? Are ycu more 
solicitous, on that day, to adorn 
your bodies with gay and costly 
attire, than to adorn your mind, 
with the graces of a holy spirit ? 
You implicitly say, I am _ not 
willing to live under a govern- 
ment, where Iam required to 
keep the sabbath holy, and to wor- 
ship my Maker in the beauties of 
holiness. Do you ever waste any 
of your precious moments in pub- 
lic houses, in ball rooms, or in 
any other place equally useless 
and unprofitable ? You implicitly 
say, I am not willing to live un- 
der a government, where I am 
commanded to redeem the time 
because the days are evil. Do 
you ever allow yourselves to in- 
dulge an inclination for lascivious 
conduct or conversation ; or even 
to look on another with a desire 
for unlawfu) gratification? You 
thereby say, 1 am not willing to 
live under a government, ‘where 
it is said, ‘* Whoremongers and 
adulterers God wiil judge.” 

I might thus proceed through 
a great variety of cases, in which 
you implicitly hold the same lane 
guage; but I would fain hope 
that enough has been said already 
to produce the desired effect. 
Can you possibly look upon the 
mass of evidence which has been 
brought forward, and regist a con- 
viction, that you are continually 
sending after your God and Sav- 
iour this rebellious mesrage, I 
will not have thee to reign over 
me? Can you keep your eyes 
closed, and not perceive your real 
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characters, when conviction, it 
should seem, ought to flash in 
your faces atevery step? Ifyou 
ean your minds must be awfully 
blinded. | 

Hoping, however, that some 
of you are convinced, I would 
now suggest a iew consequential 
remarks. 

When you think onthe per- 
fect benevolence of God, the di- 
vine character appears, some- 
times, so completely amiable, 
that you imagine it impossible for 
any creature to hate it, when 
rightly viewed. You conclude, 
of course, that if any do hate 
God, it is because they view him 
in an erroneous and unjust light. 
What has been said shows you, 
that this conclusion is a mistake, 
The true reagon why you are not 
willing to have God reign over 
you, is, not because you errone- 
ously look upon him asa mali- 
cious or tyrannical being, but be- 
cause he is, in reality, so decided- 
ly holy as to command you, on 
pain of his eternal displeasure, to 
forsake all those sinful practices, 
in which»your hearts delight. 
The moment you see this to be 
the character of God, that mo- 
ment the enmity of your hearts is 
excited. And the more clearly 
you see it, the more willing are 
you to be under his government. 
It is, therefore, the true charac. 
ter of God, that makes him a 
hateful object in your view. It 
is his holy opposition to every 
thing that is sinful ; his unaltera- 
ble determination to pind im- 
penitent sinners with eternal 
death. When you contemplate 
the goodness of God, as displayd 
only in bestowing happiness, the 
divine character appears to be al- 
together amiable; But, when 
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you contemplate goodness, in con- 


nexion with holiness, or hatred of 
sin, the character appears to be 
essentially altered. Jt is nolong- 
er amiavic in your eyes, but hate- 
ful. God is no longer the sove- 
reign, under whose government 
you are willing to live. So long 
as you can keep some csven.ial 
parts of the divine character out 
of view, so long you are not dis- 
pleased : But as soon as God is 
seen, in a./ his essential atiriouies, 
your enmity is instantly raived. 
You are told, that, “except a 
man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom ot God.’””?”, What has 
been suggested may convince you, 
that this is true. Inthe king- 
dom of God, the divine charac- 
ter will be displayed in its fullest 
perfection. ‘There; his proper 
glory will shine forth with un. 
clouded lustre. Hisholy opposie 
tion against sin will appear more 
clearly than it ever can in the 
present state ; for, in full view 
will be those euilty rebels, who 
have been sentenced to * ever- 
lasting burnings.” Ii, then, the 
holy character of God makes him 
a hateful object to you here, he 
would be hateful to you there. 
If you are unwiiling to live under 
his holy goveriment here, you 
would be equally unwilling to 
live under it there, if you hac ex- 
perienced no change. Couid ycu 
be happy there, | while a hate- 
ful object must be before your 
eyes continually, and a hatetui 
goverument continually exercis- 
ed over you? Nothing can be 
plainer than, that your hearts 
must be essentially different trom 
what they now are, before you 
can enjoy the kingdom of God. 
As well might a man be happy 
in the midst of the most refuleent 
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licht, whose eyes are so disorder. 
ed, thathe can scarcely beara 
single ray.— fo he prepared for 
the kingdom of God, a complete 
Alteration must take place in 
your minds. Old things must 
pass away, and all thingsin a 
moral sense, become new. Your 
enmity to God must be slain; 
and this can be done only by 
slaying your love ofsin. If ever 
you would enter t! re kingdom of 
heaven, you must hate; sin aud 
love hol:ness. Sinful pleasures 
must be abhorred, and the holy 
service of God delighted im. 
Your own sinful characters must 
be abhorred, and the holy, sin- 
hating character of God supreme- 
ly loved. 

Let me now turn your thoughts 
to this inquiry, what would you 
do, had you power ? Would you 
suiter that God to remain on the 
throne, to whom you send this 
tebellious mecsage, 1 will not 
have thee to reign over me? The 
fool, you read, bath said jn his 
heart, “ NoG od. ” You will ob- 
serve, hath said in his Scart s—It 
is the lanzuage of desire, not th 
janguage of opinion, that is in- 
tended. If God were a differ- 

eat being from what he is, you 
would probably have but little 
objection against his dominion. 
{fhe would allow you to live 
while here, just as you please, 
and assure you at the same time 
that you should be completely 
happy hereafter, you would say 
at once, with the most perfect 
readine:s, Let the Lord reign, 
But as this is very far irom being 
the case, you are very far from 
feeling like dutitul subjects. Pos- 
sibly it may seem shocking, but 
itis demonstrably certain, that 
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the language which your hearts 
re holding to God, differs very 
little from. this: O God, if it 
were in my power, thou shouldst 
not have dominion over me. A 
being, who commands mie, on 
pain of his everlasting displeas- 
ure, to do things, to which my 
inclinations are totaliy averse, 
should not occupy the throne, if I 
could prevent. Great and wise 
as thou art, thou shouldest either 
relax somewhat of the strictness 
and rigour of thy laws, or else 
deseend from thy throne, and re. 
sion thy sceptre to me, or to 
some one like me.—This rep. 
resentation may possibly astonish 
you, but look it over and over 
again, and see if it is not so. 
Thea fx your thoughts on theaw- 
ful depravity of the human heart. 
What bas been suggested may 
convince you ofthe perfect jus- 
tice of God, in punishing you 
ereafter. If you rise in re- 
bellion agair net bine, what can 
be more just, than that you 
should be condemned as rebels? 
If you are unwilling to submit to 
the laws of his kingdom, what 
can be more equitable, then that 
you should be excluded from its 
blessedness? If you would tear 
him from his throne, had you 
power, and thus destroy him, or 
make him miserable forever, how 
just is it thathe should bring you 
down from your haughtiness, 
and make you micerabie forev- 
r? And should he, ia righteous 
indignation, assign you such a 
portion, would not yor mouths 
be clozedin self-condemning ‘Si- 
lence? 
But itis time to bring this ad- 
dreastoa - xe, by reminding you 
of the dreadfulend, to which you 
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arecoming. ‘“ Those mine ene- 
mies, which would not that J 
should reign over them, bring 
hither and slay them before me.” 
This, unless you repent, most -be 
your portion. Did you ever sit 
down and seriously consider the 
import of these dreadful words? 
What is it to be slain? Should I 
attempt to give you a description 
of it, I should probably tail, for 
as ‘eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, the things, which God has 
prepared for them that love 
him ;”’ so, on the other hand, eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, the 
things which he hath prepared 
for them that hate him. In or- 
der, however, to give you some 
idea of it, I would suggest a few 
seriptural representations. ‘Thi-k 
in the first place, on the wrath, 
anger, fury, and vengeance of an 
almighty God, and endeaver to 


foria, if you can, some idea of 


what this must be. ‘Then think 
on blackness of darkness, on a 
jake burning with fire and brim- 
¢tone, on a tormenting flame, in 
which not even a drop of water 
will be allowed to cool a parched 
tongue. Having conceived .in 
your tmagination, as fully as. pos- 
sible, the horrors of such a place-; 
then think on calling -on :recks 
and mountains to fall and ‘hide 
from the wrath to come, -on 
weeping, wailing, and gnasning 
of teeth, on being tormenied day 
and night'forever andiever, and 
to such a degreeasto curre sand 
blaspheme the God of heaven 
continually ; accompanted with 
tiis self-reproach, ‘‘ How have 
Lhated knowledge, and my heart 
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formed a realizing view of this 
wretched condition, then unite 
all these dreadful objects into one 
picture, and you will have some 
faint idea of whatis imported in 
being slain. All this, O ye ene- 
mies of the Son cf God, all this 
you are hastening to, as the fruit 
of your own rebellious -ways. 
All this will-be your portion, ex- 
cept you repent and believe on @ 
crucified Savior. 

You are now ina state of -pro- 
bation. Now, it is said, is the 
accepted time, now is the day of 
salvation. Now youare prayed, 
as in Christ’s stead, Be ye recone- 
ctledto God. :Now you are ex- 
horted to fly, instantly, to the ark 
of safety, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Jest the storms of divine ven- 
geance should overtake you, 
while lingering in your sins. 
And can you be so foolish, or ra- 
ther so infatuated, as to shut 
your eyes, stop your ears, and 
harden your hearts? Can you go 
on securely in sin, and thus brave 
allthis dreadful danger? «And 
should you doit, how can -you 
answer it to God, your judge 
and king ? Yea, how can you an- 
swer it to your own ruined soul-? 
Shortly you will hear the dread. 
ful trump.of Ged sounding in 
your ears, and calling you to the 
dread tribynal ef your ‘final 
Judge. Shortly, if you go-on in 
rebellion, will you hear this aw- 
ful sentence, Take these mine: 
enemies, and slay them before 
me. ‘Repent, then, of your sins, 
and fly for mercy to the cross of 
Christ, as the only way to escape 
such a.wretched. doom. 
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ON THE NATURB OF ESAU’S BIRTH-RICHT. 


Ixquiry is often made respect- 
ing the probable import of Ja- 
cob’s request to Esau, in Gen. 
xxv. $1. ‘Lhe chief difficulty 
which presents itself, on the ex- 
amination of this transaction and 
its consequences, seems to arise 
from the diversified nature of the 
blessings conveyed by the birth- 
right. That the birth-right 
was, iN some respects, a trans. 
ferable property, the transac- 
tion itself sufficiently proves; and 
of this Jacob must, at the time, 
have beenaware. Yetit appears, 
from the account given in chap. 
xxvii. that Isaac was far from 
considering himself bound, by 
the previous bargain between his 
sons, to act conformably to it. 
It was only in consequence of a 
successtul artifice, contrived by 
Jacob and his mother, that the 
patriarchal blessing was diverted 
from its regular, hereditary pos- 
sessor, and that “ the determin. 
ate eounsel of God” came to be 
fulfilled. Itis impossible to a- 
void implicating both the broth- 
ers in, perhaps, an equal degree 
of blame, though they acted from 
very different motives, on the oc- 
easion recorded in chap. xxv-— 
Covetousness, cruelty, deception, 
unbelief, were the characteristics 
at Jacob’s action. Esau display- 
ed a “ profane’? contempt for the 
divine and the prophetic blessings 
which were naturally entailed 
upon the primogeniture. Tosub- 
tantiate these charges, we must 





recollect what those advantages 
were, which the one coveted, and 
the other * despised.” —It has, in- 
deed, been supposed that ‘the 
honour of being progenitor of the 
Messiah was included in the birth- 
right;” but of this there seems 
no sufficient evidence, either in 
the way of promise, or of fact. 
It is, however, unquestionable, 
that the first-born possessed an 
authority over the rest of the fam- 
ily, as is expressed in the words 
of the Most High to Cain, Gen. 
iv. 75 and signified by ‘* the ex. 
cellency of dignity, and the ex- 
cellency of power,’’? Gen. xlix. 3 
according to which he succeeded 
the father in the government of 
the family, or kingdom, 2 Chron. 
xxi. 3. He had likewise a double 
portion of the paternal inheritance 
(see Deut. xxi..17, and 1 Chron. 
v. 1.) Itis probable that these 
were the principal advantages 
which Jacob, by his unnatural 
and arbitrary conduct, aimed to 
secure, especially as confirmed by 
the paternal benediction. It may 
be urged, that his purpose of self 
aggrandizement was by no means 
realized in the event, since, so far 
from possessing the dominion 
over Esau, he was soon obliged 
to flee from before his face, and, 
in process of time, to approach 
him with the most solicitous indi- 
cations of inferiority and submis- 
sion. This is true. But it isto be 
observed, that the ascendancy of 
Jacob tock place, not so muck 





Pi adds fiy amends WREAS igh eeAs souk toe 


iiiiiek diode eon 


wre 





— ‘ 
gee 


marcas 3 CEA RMN ee hat 


a er st ody 


Sateen dees daesate 


2312) 


immediately az progressively ; 
not so much in his own person 
or family, as in his remote de- 
scendants. Among them, the 
divine declaration made to Re- 
bekah, “the elder shall serve 
the younger,” was for ages, and 
is to this day, remarkably verifi- 
ed, For though, according to 
the prophecy ia chap, xxviii. 39, 
49, Edom, the posterity of Esau, 
for a time enjoyed fertility, vic- 
tory, and other advantages, “ yet 
at lempth,”? says Bishop "Ne wton, 
“ David imposed the yoke, which 
was very galling to the Edomites 
from u ie first ; and towards the 
end of Solgitian’ sreign, Hadad, 
the Edomite, of the blood royal, 
wie had been carried into Egypt 

rom his childhood, returned in- 
to his own country, and raised 
some disturbances, | Kings xt. 
but was not able to recover his 
throne, his subjects being overaw- 
ed by the garrisous which David 
had pl rced ‘among them; but in 
the reign of Jehoram, the con of 

Jehosaphat, king of Judah, the 
Elwin 3 revolted from under the do- 
ninion of Judah, and made themselves 
a King, 2 Kings viit. 20—22. Je- 
horam made some attempts to 
subdue them again, but could not 
prevail. We find that the nation 
of the Edomites has, at several 
times, been conquered by, and 
made tributary to, the Jews, but 
never the Jews to the Edomites. 
And where is the samz or nation 
now ? They were swallowed up 
and lost, partly among the Naba- 
thean Arabs, and partly among 
the Jews ; and the very name, as 
Dr. Prideaux has observe, was 
abolished and disused about the 
end of the first century of the 
Christian era.”’ 

There were, moreover, certain 
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religious or spiritual privileges 
connected with the birth-right, 
the contempt and easy sacrifice 
ot which by Esau has brought on 
him the severe reprobation of tle 
apostie in Heb. xu. 16. These 
seem chiefly to have consisted in 
the right to the domestic priest- 
hood, and to the inheritance of 
the proplictic blessing. ‘The for- 
mer was, probably, exercised 
on occasion of the father’s ab- 
sence, sickness, or death (see Deut. 
vill. 16, 17, &c.) The latter, as 
having respect, not merely to 
temporal prosperity, but a'so to 
setting up of God’s kingdom ; to 
the coming of the Messiah ; ox, 
in other words, to all those great 
things inchided in the covenant 
with Abraham; could not be 
slighted without the greatest fro- 
fanencss andimpiety. Nor could 
any truly good man have been in- 
different to the honour of | being, 
as the first-born of a ri; chteous 
household, even ¢rpical of Him 
wre is “¢ first born among many 

rethren.”?’ Unhappy Esau! how 
bitter, yet how unavailing was thy 
remorse! For a sensual, a mo- 
mentary gratification, eww dread. 
ful, yet how deserved, was thy 
doom! * —— says Bithop 
Hall, ** was the dearest di-h that 
was ever purchased, except the 
forbidden fruit.” And * what is 
a man profited if he should gain 
the whole world, and lose hisown 


soul. 
Ch. O03. 


DESTRUCTIONISTS ; 


Those whe believe that the fi- 
nal punishment threatened in the 
gospel tothe wicked and impeni- 
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tent consists not in an eternal pre- 
servation in misery and torment, 
but ina total extinction of being ; 
that the sentence of annihilation 
shall be executed with more or 
less torment, preceding or attend- 
ing the final period, in proportion 
to the preater or less guilt of the 
criminal. 

The name assumed by this de- 
nomination, like those of many 
others, takes for granted the ques- 
tion in dispute ; viz. that the 
scripture word destvastion means 
annihilation : in strict propriety 
of speech, they should be called 
Aanthilationisis. ‘The doctrine is 
largely maintained in the sermons 
of Mr. Samuel Bourn, of Bir- 
mingham ; it was held also by 
Mr. J. N. Scott ; ; Mr. John Tay- 
lor, of Norwich ; Mr. Marsom : 
and many others. 

In defence of the system, Mr. 
Bourn argues as follows: There 
are many passages of scripture in 
which the ultimate punishment to 
which wicked men shall be ad- 
judged is defined, in the most pre- 
cise and intelligible terms, to be 
an everlasting destruction from 
the power of God, which is equal- 
ly able to destroy as to preserve. 
So when our Saviour is fortifying 
the minds of his disciples against 
the power of men, by an awe of 
the far greater power of God, and 
the punishment of his justice, he 
expresses himself thus: Fear not 
them that kill the body, and after 
that have no more that they can do ; 

Sear him who is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell. Here he 
pi.inly proposes the destruction 
of the soul (not its endless pain 
and misery) as the ultimate ob- 
jects of the divine dispteasure, and 
greatest cbjecis of ourfear. And 
when he says, These shal! go away 


[SErt. 


into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into life eternal, it appears 
evident that by that eternal punish- 
ment which is Set in opposition to 
eternal iife, is not meant any kind 
of life, however miserable, but the 
same which the apostle expresses 
by everlasting destruction from the 
presence and power of the Lord.— 
The very term, death, is most fre- 
quently made use of to signify the 
end of wicked. men in another 
world, or the final effect of divine 
justice in their punishment. The 
wages of sin (saith the apostle) is 
death ; but eternal life is the gift of 
God, through Jesus Chritt our Lord. 
See also Rom. viii. 6. 

Toimagine that by the term 
death is meant en eternal life, 
though in a condition of extreme 
misery, seems, according to him, 
to be confounding all propriety 
and meaning of words. Death, 
when applied to the end of wicked 
men ina future state, he says, 
properly denotesa total extinc- 
tion of Jife and being. It may 
contribute, he adds, to fix this 
meaning, if we observe that the 
state to which temporal death re- 
duces men is usually termed by 
our Saviour and his apostles, sleep ; 
because from this death the soul 
shall be raised to life again: but 
from the other, which is fully and 
properly death, and of which the 
former is but an image or shad- 
ow, there is no recovery ; itis an 
eternal death, an everlasting destruc. 
tion from the presence of ihe Lord, 
and the glory of his ow: 

He next proceeds to the fig- 
ures by which the eternal punish- 
ment of wicked men is described, 
and finds them perfectly agree- 
ing to establish the same doctrine. 
One figure or comparison, often 
used, is that of combustible mate- 
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rials thrown into a fire, which 
will consequently be entirely con- 
sumed, it the fire be not quench- 
ed. Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting frre, prepared for the 
devil and his angels. ‘The mean- 
ing is, a total, irrevocable destruc- 
tion : for, as the tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down, 
and cast into the fire, and is destroy- 
ed; as the useless chat, when 
separated from the good grain, 
is set on fire, and, if the fire be not 
guenched, is consumed ; so, he 
thinks, it plainly appears, that th 

image of unquenchable or ever- 
lasting fire is not intended to si¢- 
nify the degree or duration cf 
torment, but the absolute certain- 
ty of destruction, beyond all pos- 
sibility of a recovery. So the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
are Said to have suffered the ven- 
geance of anelernal fire; that is, 

they were so effectual tly consum- 
ed, or destroyed, that they could 
never be rebuilt ; the phrase, efzr- 
nal fire, signtying the irrevocable 
destruction of those cities, not 
the agree or duration of the mis- 
ery of the inhabitants who perish- 


ed, 


The images of the worm thai dt- 
tih not, and i! he fire that is not queach- 
ed, used in Mark ix. 43, are set in 
Opposition to entermg: into lite, 
and intended to denote a period 
of life and existence. 

Our Saviour expereay assigns 
different decrees of future misery, 
IN propsrtion to men’s res sective 
degrees of guilt. Luke x1 
But if all wicked mens shal 
torments without end, how can 
any of them be said to suffer but 
afew stripes? All degrees and 
distinctions of punishment seem 
Swallowed up in the notion ef 
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never-ending or infinite misery. 

Finaliy, death and eternal de- 
struction, or annihilation, 1s prop- 
erly styled inthe New Testament 
an everlasting punishment, as it 
is irrevocable and unalterable for 
ever; andit is most strictly and 
literally ‘styled, an everlasting des- 
truciio on froin we of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power. 

Dr. Edwards, in hit answer to 

Jr. Chauncy, on the safvation of 
all men, Says that this scheme was 
ptovigenully retained by Dr. C., 
i. c. in case the scheme of univer- 
sal salvation should fail him: and 
therefore Dr. E. in his examina. 
tion of that work, appropriates a 
chapter to the consideration of it. 
Amon other reasonings against 
it . the f following : 

The different degrees of 

naish ment which the wicked 

will suffer according to their 

works proves thatit does not cone 

sist in annthilation, which admits 
ofno degrees. 

2. If it be said that the punish. 
meat of the wicked, though it 
willend in annihilation, yet shall 
be preceded by torment, and that 
this wil be of different degrees, 
according to the degrees of sin ; 
it mtv be replied, this is making 

t to be compounded partly of 
torment, and partly of annihila- 
tion. ‘Whe latter also appears to 
be but a émall part of future pun- 
ishment, for that alone wiil be In- 
flicted on the least sinner, and on 
account of the least sin; and all 
that punishment which will be tn- 
flicted on any person above tliat 
which is due to the leaégt sin, t3 to 
conzistin torment. Nay, if we 
can form any tdea, in the present 
state, of what would be dreadful 
or desirable in another, iustead of 
iis being any punishment to bs 
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annihilated after a long series of 
torment, it must be a deliverance, 
to which the sinner would look 
forward with anxious detire.— 
Aind ts it credible that it was this 
termination of torment that our 
Lord held upto his disciples as 
an object of dread? Can this be 
the destruction of body and soul 
inhell? Is it credible that ever- 
lasting destruction from the pres- 
ence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power, should consti- 
tute only a part, and a small part, 
of future puni: hment ; and such, 
too, as after a series of torment, 
must, next to being made happy, 
be the most acceptable thing that 
could befalthem? Can this be 
the object threatened by such Jan- 
guage as recompensing tribulation, 
and taking vengeance in flaming 
fire? 2Thess.i. Is it possible 
that God should threaten them 
with putting an end to their mise- 
ries ? Moreover, this destruction is 
not described as the conclusion of 
a Succession of torments, but as 
taking place immediately after 
the last judg gment. When Christ 
shall come to be glorified in his 
saints, then shall ‘the wicked be 
destroyed. 


3. Everlasting destructicn from . 


the presence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power, cannot mean 
anuihilation, for that would be 
no exertion of divine power, but 
merely a suspension of it; let 
but the upholding power of God 
be withheld for one moment, and 
the whole creation would sink in- 
to nothing. 

The punishment of wicked 
nien will be the same as that of 
wicked angels, Matt. xxv. 41.— 
Depari, ye cursed, into everlasiing 
Sire, prepared ad the devil and bie 
angels, Butthe punishment of 





on the astonishing 





wicked angels ccnsist® not in an- 
nihilation, but torment. Such is 
sheir present punishment in a de- 
gree, and such,ina greater de- 
gree, will be their punishment 
hereafter. They are * cast down 
to hell ;”? they “ believe and trem- 
ble ;”’ they are reserved in chains 
under darkness, to the judgment 
of the great day ; they cried, say- 
ing, * What have we to do with 
thee? Artthou cometo ferment 
us before our time 2?” Could the 
devils but persuade themselves 
that they should be annihilated, 
they would believe and be at ease 
rather than tremble. 

The scriptures explain their 
own meaning in the use of such 
terms as death, destruction, &C.— 
The second death is expressly 
said to consist in being casi into 
the lake of fire and ! brimstone, and as 
having a part in that lake. Rev. xx. 
14, xxi, 8. which does not de- 
scribe annihilation, nor can it be 
made to consist withit. The 
phrase cut him asunder, Matt. xxiv. 
51, is as strong as those of death, 
or destruction 5 yet that is made to 
consist of having their portion with 
hypocrites, where shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 

6, The happiness of the right- 
eous does not consist ifi eternal be- 
ing, but eternal well-being ; and 
as the punishment of the wicked 
stands every where opposed to it, 
it must consist not in the loss of 
being, but of well being, and im 
suffering the contrary.” 


Buck’s Theo. Dict. 


AWN ALLEGORY 


As I sat musing in my chair, 
and fatal stu- 
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oidity of the generality of man- 
kind, as it relates to the concerns 
of immortality, I sunk gradually 
intd.a profound slumber, and in- 
vi olantarity pursued the same train 
of thought, which had _ occupied 
my waking immagination. Me- 
thought, from a little eminence 
on which 1 stood, I beheld a vast 
plain, extending as far as the eye 
could reach, thronged with multi- 
tudes ofevery age a and nation, and 
presenting to view motley groaps 
with every variety of complexion, 
dress, and em} ployment. The nt- 


most conf{tision seemed to pervade 
the rotate: - ai : wondered to 


see many crouing each others 
paths in ever: Ing 
ie winding with great ve elicit y> 
but without any apparent object 
inview. It would be endless to 
recount their various occupations. 
Some were employed tn placing 
ladders against a tottering fabric, 
that they might proudly over!cok 
their fellows; and often when 
they had ascended with vast toil 
and di Ricuity io the highest step, 
ls allot their fratl sup- 


oO r 


the sudden i 
port would dash them in pieces. 
0 hers v vere fancilully decorating 
hetr g: rments with brilliant peb- 
sla while numbers were pursu- 
Ing w math : amazing activiby glitter- 
ing butterflies, of which there were 
swarms in those regions. Many 
a noor _— did I behold, Jean 
and ha egard, anxiously scraping 
together a few handfuls of gold 
id silver du: sty which the least 
puff of air would frequently api 
pate ; and between the desire of 
displaying his fancied wealth, and 
the fear of losing it, 1 saw that his 
time passed ys erably away, 
though he wasan object of envy 
to most around hir m. These 
gicomy beings were. frecnently 
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contrasted by a proup of jovial 
ones, whose 2im was to dance and 
frolic away time ; but their extrav- 
agant gestures and idle mirth led 
one to suspect that they had fonnd 
Folly instead of Happiness. On 
a nearer survcy, 1 discovered to 
my surprise, that the busy multi. 
tude before me were actually 
chee in profound sleep, and 
influenced by their dreams to fol 

lowt cM ose whimsical and frivolous 
pursuits which had excited my as- 

tonishment, Then I cast my eyes 
around eager rly on every side to 
cee ii all, without exception, in 
this vast assembly, were under the 
dominion of sleep. After much 
fatiguing research | discerned here 
ard there a solitary individual, 
who, with regular steps, and a 
Steady pace, though less rapidly 
than others, passe ed in,a strait di- 
rection through the hurrying 
crowd, apparently but litle dis- 

tarbed by their clamor, and nei- 


ther jostling his neighbor from 
the Baye was tre2 iding g, nor long 
forsaking his own. If rudely 


thrus froma it by some untoward 
traveller, or ailured for a moment 
| 12 complaisant Smiles of 
campanion, I remarked that he 
never ceased seeking the little nar- 
row path which he had leit, until 
: was happily regained 3) when, 
with redoubled diligence, he hast- 
ened on his road. “Now all these 
carried in their hands a book 
which was said to have awakened 
them from their death like slum- 
ber, and to be able to produce the 
same happy effect on any one who 
could discern that it was written 
in sie of gold. Presenting this 
precious volume to the dreamers, 
they pert on them with earnest 
importunity to awake; at which 
I saw that most were offe -aded.— 
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Some cried out a littl more sleep, 
a little more slumber ; others laugh- 
ed the volume to scorn, and per- 
secnted those who loved it ; while 
some, though persuaded of its val- 
ue ; would make no efforts to 
awake. 

Morover, I saw many calling 


on others to arouse, whom £ found | 


to be in a deep & dismal slumber 
themselves—Yet a few accepted 
the volume, on whom it produced 
the desired effect, while others read 
the whole of its contents without 
discovering the brilliancy of the 
gold, or being aware of its real 
lustre. 

What wonderful cfiicacy, 
thought I, ean be contained in 
that book ; so stepping towards 
it, L found written thereon, in leg- 
ible characters, * ‘lHE Worp or 
Gop.” 

On turning my eyes to the 
ground, I beheld ianumerable 
culphs and bottomless pits, into 
which, it a man fall, he shall nev- 
er arise, and with indescribable 
anguish of heart [saw many of 
the dreamers suddenly swallowed 
up, and with hideous cries disap- 
pearing for ever. Some would 
suddeniy awake in their fall, and 
cry fearfully for help from those 
who had warned them of their 
danger. 

So I continued to watch the 
dreaming multitude, anxiously de- 
siring that they might all awake, 
and eagerly catching at every fa- 
vorable symptom of approaching 
reason. ‘To my great joy [found 
seveial apparently reviving, when 
some misstep had nearly plunged 
them into the unfathomable abyss; 
but was grieved to see them gen- 
erally relapse into a state of total 
stupefaction, On looking a- 
round forthe cause, I espied. in 
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the air certain winged beings who 
were continually shedding on the 
heads cf their passive victims a 
kind of narcotic dew, which, aid- 
ing their natural inclination to 
drowsiness plunged them into a 
kind of supernatural slumber, and 
yet left unimpaired all the facul- 
ties ofthe body. Then I remem- 
bered, that Satan was the Prince 
of the power of the air. 

While mournfully ruminating 
on the deplorable stupidity of 
most I beheld, suddenly I heard 
the noise of a great shout, and the 
voice of a trumpet exceeding loud, 
which inthe twinkling of an eye 
aroused all the sleepers, and, dis- 
pelling the vapors which bedim- 
med their sight, filled them with 
confusion and dismay. 

Then I turned to see what had 
become of those whe had walked 
in the narrow way, and lo a 
bright cloud had overshadowed 
them, while with heavenly melo- 
dy they cung the praises of the 
Lamb: andas I was wishing my- 
self'one of the glorious company, 
a light so dazzling streamed from 
the countenance of their conduct- 
or that, as it fellimmediately up- 
on my eyes, | awoke, and behold 
it was a dream. Pan. 
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ON EXAMINATION FOR ADMISSIOW 
INTO THE CHRURCH. 


Ir is believed to be the univer- 
sal practice of orthodox churches 
in this country to examine per- 
sons, who app'y for admission to 
church communion, as to their 
doctrinal knowledge and_ belicf. 
This examination 13 sometimes 
conducted by the pastor alone; 
sometimes by the pastor and oth. 
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er officers, or a committee of the 
church; and sometimes by the 
pastor in the presence, and with 
the assistance, of the whole 
church. Which of these modes 
is preferable it is not the design 
of this paper to decide ; doubt. 
less, however, different circum- 
stances may make different modes 
eligible. The examination itself, 
ought never to be omitted ; but 
should be made a matter of the 
greatest solemnity and impor- 
tance. No church can justify it- 
self for admitting to its commun- 
ion any person who denies any of 
the fundamental doctrines of 
scripture. It is implied, of 
course, that there are fundamen- 
tal doctrines of scripture, and 
that every church of Christ which 
is faithful to itself and its Divine 
Lord, will perceive and under- 
stand them. 

While pondering on the sol- 
emn transanction of admission to 
churchmembership, and looking 
upon the state of some of our 
churches, the following question 
has occurred to my mind. Do 
our churches sufficiently examine 
applicants for admission to com- 
munion as to their practising the 
duties peculiarly enjoined in the 
New Testament? For my part, I 
am afraid this branch of examia- 
ation is too much neglected. 

The great duties, the. cardinal 
virtues of the christian, are not 
less plainly expressed in the Bi- 
ble than the plaifest doctrines.— 
ftis a glorious distinction of the 
true religion, that the great doc- 
tines aad ne great duties, which 
it enjoins, are equally plain.— 
Why sh wold they not both be 
topics of examination? Al will 
allow that they are equally sub- 
jects, concerning which, every 
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christian should examine him- 
self. And why, then, should they 
not be equally made articles of 
publick inquiry. 

If it should be replied, that ev- 


ety body admits the necessity of 


practising the duties of christian- 
ity, L answer ; The duties are not 


‘plainer than the doctrines of 


christianity. Further; all pro- 
fessed christians do not by any 
means admit the strictness and 
the binding force of many duties, 
which a just viewofthe scrip- 
tures would constrain them 
to admit, Much less do all pro- 
fessed christians practise all their 
plain duties. 

Possibly it may be said, that 
the humbling doctrines of the 
cross are very offensive to the nat- 
ural man, and are therefore the 
best articles to be made the top- 
ics of inquiry, when the feelings 
of the heart are to be ascertained. 
But the humbling duties ct the 
gospel are not less offensive *o 
the natural man than the hum- 
bling doctrines. Indeed, men 
can quite as easily deceive them- 
selves with respect to doctrines, 
as with respect to duties; per- 
haps more easily, if their minds 
are well enlightened with respect 
to the spiritual nature of the car- 
dinal christian virtues. In ac- 
cordance with the opinion here 
stated, the greatest divines have 
always insisted upon the regular 
practice of christian duties as in- 
comparably better evidence of re- 
al religion, than any profession of 
doctrines whatever, Andthe a- 
postle James, under the influence 
ofthe Holy Spicit, insists upon 
the same thing. 

Let it not be inferred that a 
profession oi doctrines is unneces- 
sary or unimportant, On the 
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contrary, the profession of the 
doctrines, and the practice of the 
duties of christianity, are indis- 
pensably necessary to the estab- 
lishinent of a christian character. 
A érue protession of faith, or a 
true pertormance of a single chris- 
tian duty, would alone prove a 
manto be a christian; but as 
men cannot 
others, nor be certain in all cases 
that their own hearts do not de. 
ceive them, they are obliged io 
judge of the credibility of a chris 
tian profession by appraranes : 
that is, by the evidence furnished 
by words and actions. And in 
thus judging they are less fre. 
quently deceiy ed by actions than 
by words. 

Uader the denominaticn cf du- 
ties, itis obvious that prayer, 
praise, publick and family wor- 
ship, and other acts of devoiton, 
must be included, 

There are aclass of persons m 
this country, and probably in ev- 
ery christiau country, who de- 
ywnand only a gener al acknowl. 
edement that the bibie is true, 


and what is called a good moral 


character, in order to christian 
communion. But this good 


moral character, (which is noth- 
ing more than a freedons from 
gross vice im the eyes of the 
world,) is a very different thing 
from that practice of the chris. 
tiun virtues, witch ts here stated 
as the great proof of real religion. 
Many, very many, who posses 
this good moral character, are 
utterly ignorant of the very rudi- 
ments of christianity, and do not 
profess to be inSuenced by its ho- 
ly motives, or awed by its tre- 
mendous sanctions. 
But to return to the subject ot 
examination for admission into 





search the hearts of 


are ra : 
212 On excntuation for admission into the Church. 


[Sert. 


the church ; itseems to be re. 
quived by faithfulness to the souls 
of applicants for church com- 
munion, that they should under- 
go a thorough scrutiny, with res. 
pect to the great duties of the 
forgiveness of injuries, kindness, 
scntleness, charity to the poor, 
beneficence to ali pr ing objects, 
so. fur as circumstances shall per- 
mit, industry, and all p proper acts 
of devotion, Such a scrutiny 
would be salutary in the highest 
cegvee. It would add great 
Strength to the discipline of our 
churches. It weuld certainly 
tend to prevent the strange in- 
consistency, sometimes observa. 
bie, of professing the atrictest 
doctrines, and living careless ot 
the consequent duties. For it 
must be confessed, that cases have 
occurred of persons who would 
contend zealously and ably fox 
the great doetrifies of christia nity 
and 484 still unforgiving, crue, 
unkind, and uwumncharitable. Oi 
all Hing veasii objects it i3 one 
cithe most odious, to beheld z« 
roun making warm professions of 
attachment to Christ, and of en- 
tire submission to the divine will, 
and’ of cheerful obedience to the 
divine authority, while im fact, 
he riakes no sacrifices, he relieves 
no distresses, and if a little mon- 
ey, or alittle labour, is extorted 
from him by solicitation for some 
charitable object, it seems like 
tearing off one of his limbs. Yet 
such objects, disagreeable as they 
are, haveexisted. 

It is also to be considered, that 
come most important duties are 
immediately incumbent on some 
classes of persons, as the evidence 
of their real conversion, both to 


themselves and others. Thus 
the active, proselyting infidel, 
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when he becomes a subject of di- 
vine grace, will naturally en- 
deavour to counteract the perni- 
cious influence of his life and ex- 
ample ; and he ought to be re- 
quired to confess his former er- 
rors and sins, as publicly as. he 
had exhibited them to the world. 
I do not refer to a confession in 
the church ; but he ought to tes- 
tify to the truth in conversation; 
as publicly as he had taught false- 
hood. Sothe extortioner, the 
griping usurer, the gambler, the 
cheat, if sincerely penitent, will 
make restitution, where ever it 1S 
practicable ; and the church 
ought to be assured shat restitu- 
tion is made, in cases where appli- 
cants for admission to commun. 
ion have notoriously ‘sustained 
any of the above characters. I 
conclude, by expressing a wish, 
that some able correspondent 
would furnish a paper on restitu- 
licn 3 aS some persons accumu- 
late property in the early part of 
their lives by dishonest practices ; 
afterwards become more sober 
and reputable; and at length 
profess religion ; nor think it out 
of character to live in affluence 
on their ill-gotten gains, . while 
the widows and children of those 
whom they have wronged are 
suffering in poverty. -. | 
Pan. 
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SOLITUDE FRIENDLY TO RELTI- 
GIOUS REFLECTION AND QUI- 
ETUDE OF MIND, 


Sohtude must become dear to 
us, if we consider that we there 
feel the.being of God, and his 
nearness far more intimately and 
acutely than it is possible for us 
in. other circumstances to do.— 
Indeed he is every where present, 
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every where near, near to every 
one of us, he pervades and ani¢ 
mates all, he works in all, and by 
all, and the sentiment of him nev- 
er absolutely forsakes the wise 
man andthe Christian, even in 
the noise and hurry of social life. 
He has the Lord always before 
him. But how frequently will 
this greatest, this most blessed of 
all sentiments, be obscured by the 
unavoidable distractions, and bu- 
sinesses which engross our whole 
attention ? How seldom can we 
entertain it properly or dwell long 
upon it! How much oftener is it 
then only likea feeble, transient 
gleam, or the cold,unfruitful light 
of the moon, than the strong 
beams of the sun, warming, ine 
vigorating, illuminating and en- 
livening nature ! No, only in the 
silence of solitude, only in those 
solemn moments when all around 
us is still, when we hear nothing 
in nature but the voice of God, du 
we learn to observe the revelations 
of the Deity within us and with- 
out us, see ourselves surrounded 
with the effects of his power ard 
goodness, and cordially feel that 
he is not far from every one of tis, 
that he is all in all. There our 
reflections are perspicuous and 
certaine If i be, then God is.— 
If I be and operate here, then 
God, by whom [I subsist and live, 
is and operates: here. Am I. en- 
compassed by creatures ail around 
me, by beauties, by blessings and 
powers ? Then am I encoms4ss- 
ed all around by God, the father 
of these creatures, the source 
of these beauties and powers, the 
giver and preserver ot these boun- 
ties. Where force, where moiior, 
where life, where intelligence, 
where freedom, and activity is, 
there i¢ God; there he reveale 
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himself, there he acts. What can 
I think, and will, and do, and-en- 
joy, that does not afford me a 
demonstration of the existence 
of the presence of God, without 
whom nothing is, and nothing 
will be, nothing can be, and noth- 
1nbg happen ! No, I have no need 
to: soar into the heights of heaven, 
to search for him, the Omnipre- 
sent, nor to dive into the abysses 
of the deep, neither to look for him 
in this or that particular spot of 
his immeasurable domain ; he is 
in the height and in the depth, 

among the hymning choirs of su- 
pericr spirits, and in the midst of 
His worshippers on earth. He is 
here, and ai the same timie there, 
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in me, and in each of his creat. 
tres, And now, when thesé 
thoughts are strong and vigorous 
in me, when I thus feel the near- 
ness of my God, my Creator, and 
Father, feel that I live, and move, 
and am in him, what a light must 
not then diffuse itself upon all 
things around me! What the 
cares, and what the troubles that 
will not then vanish away ! What 
hopes, what assurance, what joy 
will not then pervade and ani- 
mate my frame! What a fore- 
taste not bless me of purer and 
everlasting pleasure! And shall 
not the solitude which promises 
and procures me so much, be 
dear to me ? Miss. Mag. 
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LETTERS FROM INDIA. 


Continued from p. 248. 


We have been favored with several 
aifer tetters from Missionariés in In- 
dia to their friends in Philadelphia, 
from which we shall publish the most 
interesting and important parts. Dr, 
Carey writes to the Rev. Dr. Staugh- 
ton the same statement, with respect 
to the translations, which is’ made in 
the preceding Letier. Several para- 
graplis on other subjects we quote. 

“ The state of religion in this coun- 
try, [Bengal] though still dispropor- 
tionately below what is the case in Eng 
land and America, is yet so much be- 
yond what it was when I first arrived 
in this country, that a comparison can 
scarcely be drawn. Then, a true chris- 
tian was almost unknow n; now, be- 
sides the churches, which have, thro’ 
mercy, been collected, we frequently 
Rear of individuals, in situations where 





they would not have been expected,’ 


The leaven is diffusing itself througi: 
the mass, and will, I trust, continu¢ 
to do so'till the whole is leavened. 

** Among the events favourable te 
the dithision of the gospel, I consider 
the Auxiliary Bible Society, first be- 
gun in Calcutta, the begining of the 
present year, as one of the chief. This 
has had the effect of calling upon the 
great, and inducing them to declare 
themselves for or against the Bible.— 

A great number oi the first gentlemen 
in the settlement have joined the Soci- 
ety, and its funds already amount to 
near 60,090 rupees [about $33,000. ] 
Its undertakings are proportioned to 
itsfunds ; for it is now about to print, 

at the mission press, a large edition of 
the Tamul Bible, a large edition of 
the Cingalese New Testament, and # 
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large edition of the Malayalam New- 
Pexptionent. The Christians en the 
coast from M: teal to Cane Comorin 
are in great wg of Bibles. ‘he Ta- 
mul i is for them. There are 380,090 
professing, or suite oy Christiaas in 
the island of Ceylon; and not more 
than thirty copies of the New-Testa- 

ment for themall. The G: invalese are 
for them. The Gospels, and, Tthink, 
the other parts of the New Testament, 
have been lately tr unslated into the 
Maylayslam language by, or under the 
superintendance of, the bishop cf ih 
Syrian churches, on the west coast of 
the Peninsula. The Malayalam ver- 
sion is for them. I doubt not but 
other objects equaliv great will be 
undertaken when these are accom- 
plished. — 

* A second thing which will proba- 
bly contribute much to the further eX- 
tention of the knowledge of the gos- 
pel, is the introduction of Lancaster’s 
plan of education into this country. 
We have a iree school for the educa- 
tion of the children of the poor in 
Calcutta, in which we dy now more 
than three hundred, all of whom are 
jnstructed by ip persons, viz. a teach- 
er forthe boys who are about two 

hundved, and a female instructor for 
the eirls, now near one hundred. We 

hope this plan may be eventually ex- 
tended through the whole country. In 
these schools the knowledge of the 
‘Scriptures is taught, and thousands 
will, trast, be eventvally brought 
to an acquaintan ce with the holy ora- 
-eles 

“The work of translating the word 
of God into the Oriental languages is 
‘gaining ground, and translation and 
*‘sucred criticism will, I trust, be at- 
tended to in a manner surpassing what 
we see in Europe. Several persons 
of ability have ‘already set’ their hands 
tothe work of translation; some of 

them to produce different versions in 
some of the languages in which we 


‘have engaged, and some in others. 


Thus Mr. Martyn, a pious clergyman 
ef the church of Engiand, has made 
another version into the Hindoosthan- 
nee language. This, however, is wide- 
ly different from ours, being in the 
“Hyper-Arabico dialect only read by 
Mussulmans of learning, w hile ours, 
deaamg to the Sangskrit, will be read 
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hy the body ofthe people. Nathan-el 
Sbat Jius made aversion into Pe sian 
snd another into the Arabic languge, 
of which, being an Arabian, he is coni- 
plete master. Another version of the 
Ncw Testament has been made by 
Mr. Sebastiani, an taltan priest of 
the Romish church, and a man of 
great learning. We relinquished the 
Persian when :S: that’s was be gan. “Phe 
Cingulese - Gld ‘Testament is, | hear, 
in a course of translation on the is!l- 
and of Ceylon; and I hope the Syrian 
>1shop will goon with the Maylaya- 
lam. A ge nthe ‘man, lately of Calcut- 
ta, hase nploy ed men, who have made 
rough dranghts of transtations ofa 
ei ngle Gos pel into five lang guages not 
yet touched by any one clse. And 
our late brother Desgranges, who di- 
edat Vizawapats um, left versions of the 
three first Gospel s in the Telinga lan- 
guage, in addidion to our version in 
that language. 

“YT hope you v wit continue your 
communications, when the jealousy of 
nations permits an intercourse.” 

This letter is dated at Calcutt 
Oct. 9ih, 1811. 


A letter from Dr. Marshmon to Dr. 
Siaughton, dated Jan wary 18th, 1819, 
(the last from Indiz,) conicins the 
d4ollowing intelligence: 

“The Mission is, on the whole, 
prosperous. Nearly a hundred have 
been added this year {i.e the veur 

ISU, we presume] to our different 


churches ; and two or three brethren- 
natives of-India, discover a love to 


the work of calling sinners. Itis thus 
that we expectthe word will sprea 
through India... The elders, &e. whom 
aul and others ordained in every city 
were native converts. 

** We hope to senda mission to Ja- 
va, ina month ortwo. Brother Cham- 
berlain is fixed at Agra with brother 
Peacock, (baptised in Calcutta) an 
they are going on hopefuliy in the 
heart of Hindgostan. A friend in the 
Mahraitta country is gradually spread- 
ing thé Scriptures and the savor of the- 
Redeemer’s namic. We have a dav 
school in Calcutta on Lancaster’s plan 
for catholic Hindoos and Mussulmans, 
which contains 515 children. TVhey 
are instructed in the Seriptures by 
brother Leonard, one of cur descons 
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Ina word, Jet us have your pr ayers. 
It is the intluence from on high “that 
we need, and without this we are 
nothing.” | 


A letter from another of the Mis- 
sionaries at Serampore, to Robert a 
ston, Esq. dated Jan, 15th, 1812, siat 
that they have in the press, and are 

casting ty pes for, fourteen translations 
of the Scriptures in the different lan- 
guages, five of which are under the 
patronage cither of the British and 
Foreign bible Socicty, or of the Cal- 
cutta Auxiliary Bible Society. The 
following sentences we quote : 

“We have been blessed with a 
great portion ofhealth, and our trans- 
Jation-work is ealarging, and | hope is 
in atruly desirable state. We have 
added about 70 members to thie 
church at Calcutta during 1811, and 
the new year began with the baptism 
of brother Carey’s youngest son. 

“Tt am sorry to inform you, that 
brother Mardon has icst his partner 
in life. She died at our house a a 
days ago. Brother Robinson is again 
marr ied, and expects to go to rte to 
begin a mission there.” 

The letter from which these ex- 
tracts are taken is so much worn, that 
the writer’s name does not appear. 


Mr. Ward writes to Dr. Staughton 
from Serampore, Jan. 2, 1812, as iol- 
lows 

“ Thaye the pleasure of sending you 

a box containing a copy of almost all 
our publications. Lam quite grieved, 
that I cannot write vou a long letter, 
but Lam so oppressed with a multi- 
plicity ofaflairs, that ] know net what 
todo. These books and circular let- 
ters must supply my deficiences. All 
my brethren unite in love.” 
Mr Gordon, one of the Missionarics 
of the London Society writes to Dr. 
Staughton from Vizagapatam, Cci. 
10th, 1811, that his family bad ex- 
perience “tL many trials; that the cl. 
mate of Vizergapaiam did not agree 
with himself, Virs. Gordon, or their 
children; but that he derived conso- 
lation from the prospect of eternal 
rest. He adds: 

Just let me sav that the Jnmen 
purpureum Juvente™ has a n fight 
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no more to return, and has lefta duri- 
da frontis anbeculia® which will attend 
me to the tomb, with which 1 have 
been of late much conversant. Yet 
all the days of my time will I wait till 
my change come. Ido most earnest 
ly “desire to live a little longer, that I 
may see a new edition of the Gospels 
printed in Teloogoo ; [commonly writ- 
ten Telinga ;} for youmust know that 
our invaluable colleague, the beloved 
Desgranges, completed the three first 
but a few days betore he was called 
away. These are now printing in 
Bengal under the superintendence of 
our brother Anunderayer. And Ihave 
begun John, at which T am Jaboring 
hard, and do hope to see it finished, 
and with the three above printed, be- 
fore T go hence and am no more seen. 

** 1 design, if I can set it complete, 
to send you, (andi think it will be a 
curiosity,) the three Gospels ona na- 
tive book, the leaves written “ with 
an ironpen.” The character is beau- 
tiful; and I think the language is 
rich, and in many instances elegant. 

““ The portion ofhealth granted me 
for the past twelve months, though 
attended by many pains, and much dis- 
tress, has enabled me to make that 
progress in the language, which is be- 
yond any calculation of mi ine, and I 
ask my brother to thank God on my 
behalf.” 


Letters have been réceived from 
Mr. Lee dated .Vizagapatam, Nov. 
19ih, 2811.. The principal intelli- 
gecnce Which they contain is embodied 
in the Actouine of Atissionaries in the, 
East, contained in our present num- 
ber. 

Several of the Missionaries express 
fears, that, ifthe English Misstonarics 
should arrive in too lar ge numbers at 
a time, the Government of Bengal 
might send thenv back to England. 
‘hese fears have been manite sted in 
many Iciters irom India of which we 
have heard, encdhave occasioned some 
anxiciy to the friends of the Ameri- 
can Missionaries. We ere rather in- 
clincd to hope, and believe, that no 
serious evil wili be fe irom 
this source. Fiom what bas lately 
taken place mm Calcutta in i forma- 
tion of an Auxiliary Bible Society with 
large funds, and trom the patronsge 
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which is afforded to the Missionaries 
at Serampore, we may safely conclude: 
that the Government ot India will not 
take a de cided stand 2geinst missions. 
When it is considered that our mis- 
sionaries were favored with letters 
and documents from British consuls, 
anck from bishop White of Philadel- 
phia, itis notto be seriously appre- 
baad that they will be prevenied 
from ianding at Calcutta, and resid- 
ing at Serampore, ull they ¢ can get a 
suitable passage to the place of ‘their 
ultimate destination. Ns 
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EXTRACT FROM THE ELEVENTH 
REPORT OF THE ENGLISH RELT- 
GIOUS TRACT SOcIETY, MAy 10, 
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To the various Societies alre addy es- 
tablished for the circulation of Reli- 
gious Tracts in this country, the 
Committee beg leave to present the 
most grateful acknowledgments for 
their continued exertions; and re- 
10ice Wiiln them that their lnbors have 
received some€ special testimonies of 
success in the conversion of sinners, 
the restoration of backsliders, or the 
eotalsll sah nent of belicvers in their 
most holy faith. 

The facilities afforded to this Soci- 
ety, as well as the extent of the vari- 
ous applications to it, for the graiui- 
tous distribution of Tracts, are almost 
incredible-—The openings which Di- 

wine Provideiuce is con ‘inuall\ making 
in the train of events, for the admission 
of the Society’s Tracts into the most 
distant or unfriendly regions, into 
stations uiterly inaccessible ta pious 
instruction in any other form, may 
cntcly be regarded, without enthusi- 
asin, as a pledge of the co- aperation of 
Divine Grace. HH isnot usual with 
the Sovereign Disposer of all events 
to prepare such instrumenis and facil- 
ities in vain.” He has charged tliese 
Tracts with as high a comission as 
the spirits that surreund his threne. 
They are the messengers of this mercy, 

and are enabled by the ex me power 
which susiains the flig htc of ang cls, 10 
Pierce as irresistab!] y through the 
thickest shades and flerrest enemies. 


OE Ded studs tat, itee elements 
oat y MAG encvance mo we GUnLeon 
é ’ 
1} ° — 





Eng. Tract Soc.—Minutes of Con. A 





ssoctation 277, 


even the light of day. They glide 
in‘o the convent, they mount the 
ship, they pervade the camp, they as- 

end the throne. They accompany, 
perhaps, the unfortunate prisoner in- 
to Captivity and hanishment,, afford 
him consolation in the deepest adver- 
sity, and are his friends ina land of 
straneers. They Kindie up a licht 
amidst the blackest gloom of ¢ super- 
Stition, end me ck the precautions of 
bigotry as wellas the rage of war— 
Ts it a they ean perform all these 
embassies in vain? Ts not their success 
ensured, by the prayers which accom. 
pany an and the message they 
bear ?-—The word of God shall not re- 
turnunto him void: it shall: eer’ 
the thing whereto he sendsit. Many, 
many individuals have at various times 
been reported to this Sc iety, and 
some willbe added to the number this 
day, whom the Spirit of Truth has ren. 
dered wise unto salvation, by the in- 
structions of a few, or cven one, of 
these silent missionaries.— Mulfitudes, 
beyond all doubt, whose names will 
never reach this So pciety, are indcbted 
to it, under the divine influence, for 
the germ of their spiritual exisience ; 
they already. furm a part of that uni- 
versal church tor which it is constcnt- 
ly pouring forth its supplieations ; and 
will be the joy and crown of its pious 
supporters, in that day when all se- 
crets shall be disclosed. 

The Committee are not afraid that 
these expectations will Le condemned, 
by any genuine Christian, as extrava- 
gant or visionary. The eficacy of an 
instrument isnot to be nicasurcd by 
its buik. <A single stonehas difcatcd 
anarmy. <A single spaik might des- 
troy a metropolis. A single grain 
might fecda nation. A single Tract 
may save asoul. Let it never be for- 
soiten by anv niember of this Sccicty, 
that the fecblest weapon is irresistibie, 
Wheh wielded by Omnipotcnce. It is 
 jothy night, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, satth the Lord.” 


Extracts from the minutes made by the 
Genera! Association of Connecticut, ct 
thei» meeting holden et Sharon, en 
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te third Tuesday of June, 1813. 
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siibstitutes, in the place of the seve- 


ral Commissioners, de slegated to the 
several eccleriastical bo odies, connect- 
ed with this Association, be, hereafter, 
considered as Commissioners during 
the year following that in which they 
shall be chosen, “without any new ap- 
pointment, unless they shall have al- 
ready taken their seats in said bodies, 
have resigned their office, been remov- 
ed by death, or vaeated it in some other 
manner. 

The Rev. Daniel Crocker was _ chos- 
en substitute to the Rev. Jonathan 
Miller, delegate to the General Con- 
vention of Vermont, to .convene at 
Westminster the second Tuesday of 
September next. 

The following persons were appoint- 
ed to certify the regular standing of 
preachers travelling from this into 
other parts of the United States, viz. 

tev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. 
‘William Robinson, Benjamin Trum- 
‘bull, bD. D. John Elliot, Joseph Strong, 
D. D. Isaac Lewis, D. D, David Ely, 
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Ordination....New Publications. 
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D.D. Moses C. Welch, D. D, Samuel! 
J. Mills, Azel Backus, D. pD. Frederick 
W. Hotchkiss, and Nathan Williams, 
D. D. 

Voted, That the next meeting of the 
General Asscciaticn be at Watertow n, 
at the house of the Rev. Uriel Gridley, 
the third Tuesday of June 1813, at 12 


o'clagk, $e? M. 
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ORDINATION. 


Ordained to the pastoral care of the 
col ngregational church and society in 
Wilmington, on the 15th of July last, 
Rev. Wm. B. Stow. Rev. Mr. Miillez 
of Heath made the introductory pray- 
er; Rev. Mr. Field of Claremont 
preached the Sermon; the Rev. 
Mr. Lyman of Marlborough made 
the ordaining prayer and gave the 
charge; Rev. Mr. Wood of Halifax 
gave the right hand offellowship ; and 
the Rev. Mr. Packard of Shelburs 
made the concluding prayer. , 
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A Sermon preached at Fairhaven, 
Vt. June 18, 1812, at the dedication of 
the new meeting house. By Nathan 
“5.8. Beman, Pastor of the third Con- 

-gregational chureh in Portland, Me. 
Holiness becometh thine house, O 
‘Lord, forever, Ps. xcill. 5. Middle- 
‘Bury, T. C. Strong. 

A Sermon preached at Middlebury, 
‘before Union Lodge, No. 5, on the fes- 
tival of St. John the Baptist, June 2+, 
1812. By Nathanicl Kendrick, Pas- 
tor ofthe Baptist church in Middlebu- 
ry. Yeare Ged’s building. Paul— 
Midcdlebury, ‘T. C. Strong. 

A discourse delivered, Lord’s day 
Oct. 15,1811; at the funeral of Mrs. 
Marin Allen, consort of Dr. Joram Al- 
len, and daughter of Col. Orramel 


Jiinckley ; who departed this lite, Qct. 
O, R811, inthe 22d year of her age. 
Sy Asa Burton, D. D. 
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church in Thetford, 
Wright & Sibley, 1812. 

A discourse delivered at the fune- 
ral of Mrs. Lydia Hinckley, the wite 
of Col. Orramel Hinckley ; who de- 
parted this life, Dee.3, Ieéi1, in the 
44th vear of her age. By Asa Burton 
D. D. Pastor of the shun ch ot Christi % 
Thetford. Montpeiier, Wright and 
Sidley, 1411. 

A funeral discourse occasioned by 
the death of Col. Qeramel Hinckley, 
who departed this life, Oct. 25,1811 ; 
in the 45th year of his age ; delivered 
Lord’s day, Jan. 5, 1812, at his inter- 
nent, in Thetford. iy Asa Burton, 
DvD, D. Pastor of the church of Christ 
wn Vinetford. Montpelier, Wright & 
Sibley. 

A Sermon occasioned by the pres- 
ent attention to religion im Witiiams 
{ ; preachcu May 12, 1819, a! 


Montpelies, 


College ; 
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the desire of the Junior class, asa snb- 
stitute for their expected publick ex- 
hibition, and published at their re- 
quest. By Chester Dewcy, A. M. Pro- 
fessor of "Mathemat ics and Natural 
Philosoply; in Williams College.— 
Stockbridge, Mass. H. Willard. 

The doctrine of Baptisin illustrated 
in two ee delivered at Cham- 
plain, N. ¥Y-1ti1. By Amos Petten- 
gill. Ifany man speak, let him speak 
as the oracles of God. St. Peter.— 
Plittsburgh, N. Y. A.C. Flagg, 1812. 

the Salvation of menthe great object 
of a fuithful preacher. A Sermon de- 
livered at the ordination of Mr. James 
Johnson, to the work of .the gospel 
ministry, in Pottsdam, N.Y. March 
11, 1812. By Amos Pettengill, of 
Champiaia. Plattsburgh, <A. C. 
Fiage- 

An Oration delivered in Castleton, 
sit the celebration of the fourth of July, 
7812. By Chauncy Langdon, A. M.— 
Middlebury, T.C. Strong. 


Poetry: $79 


An address to the members of the 
Ww ashington Benrvolent Society, and 
the publick, delivered at the semi-an- 
nual meeting of the county society. of 
Windham county, Vt. at Newfane,’ 
June 11, 1812. By Samuel Elliot, Esq. 
Brattleborough, Wm. Fessenden. 


NEW EDITIONS» 


The Communicant’s Spiritual Com. 
panion: or an evangelical preparation 
tor the Lord’s Sufper. In which are 
shewn the nature of the ordinance, and’ 
the dispositions requisite for a profita- 
ble participation thereof; with medi- 
tations and helps for prayer, suitable’ 
to the subject. By the Rev. Thomas 
Hawies, p. D. Retor of Aldwinckle, 
Northamptonshire, (Eng.) Middle- 
burv, S. Swift, 1812. 

The Backslider, or an inquiry into 
the nature, symptoms and eflects of 
religious declension, with the means 
ofrecovery. By A. Fuller. Middle’ 
bury, S. Swift, 1812, 


— 0.0 0a 
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RELIGION, 
Celestial power, on w ings of love descend, 
An id Kindly chace these darksome gloomns aWaY ; 
E’en storms can smile, if thou thy presence, lend, 
And midnight <hades seem lovely as noon day. 


© come, and with thee bring thy white reb’d train; 
Tife’s little ills, no more, will woes appear ; 
Unshaken faith shall triumph over pain, 

And love divine the chast’ning hand revere, 


Sweet smiling hope shall promise joyful peace, 
When th4s inconstant, chequered day is o’er ; 


Where songs shall rise, each murmurin 


@ passion cease, 


And weary ‘pilgrims rest to roam no more. 


Come blest Relizion, in our hearts preside ; 
Make é€very thought, in guick obedience bend; 
Fet meek ey’d Patience stem misfortunes tide, 


Wile grateful anthems, cheerfully ascend. 


PHILENA: 





SMOKING SPIRITUALIZED., 


PART IL. 
This Indian weed now wither’d quite, 


oF 


Though green at noon, cut down at night, ee. 


Shows thy decay ; 
All flesh is hay, 


+} Thus think, and smoke tebacce, 
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Notice: 


The pipe,so lily like and weak, 


Does thus thy mort tal state be: pak. 


Thou art e’en such, 
Gone with atouch. 
‘Thus think, and smoke tobacco. 


And when the smoke ascends on high, 
Then thou behold’st the vanity 
OF worldly stuff, 
Gone with a pulf. 
Thus think, and smoke tebacco. 


And when the pipe grows foul within, 
‘fhink “. thy souldefl’d with s in ; 
or then the fire 
it does require. 
Thus think, and smoke tobacco. 
And scest the ashes castaway ; 
Yuen to thyself thou mayest say, 
That to the dust 
2Zeturn thou must. 
Thus think, and smoke tobacco. 


PART H. 


4 


Was this smail plant fer thee cut down ? 


So was the p haat of great renown ; 
Which mercy sends 
For nobler ends. 
Thus think, and smoke tobacco. 


Poth juice medicinal proceed 
From such a naugty, foreign weed ? 
pd n what’s the pow’r 

GC! Jesse’ $ flow’ r? 


Thus think, and smoke tobaces. 


4 


The promise, like the pipe, te 
And by the mout!: o {faith eony ey 
What virtue flows 
From Sharon’s Rose. 
‘Thus think, and smoke tobacco. 


En vain th’ unlighted pipe vou biow 
Your pains im OUuLW ard Means are $65 
Till heav’nly fire 
Your heart inspire. 
Thus think, and smoke tobseco. 


The s smoke, like burning incense tow’rs; 
So should a praying heart of yours 
WW 1L ha b | ve aii Ci ig 


Surmount th es ski 
1 We. ; q 4 
Yius think, and smoke tobacco, 


eT ioe 
JN Gi2ce. 


To make room fur the minutes ci the Gencral Convention, we have concludc# 


ight extra pages for the next number of the Adviser. 
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